The government is budgeted to spend more than Estimate of bribe

Rs1 trillion on poverty alleviation programmes, Need-based Basic services

which is more than what the states and the Centre Police Housing Land records/registration Banking Forest__ NREGS Electricity Hospital PDS Water supply School education
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do in providing public services. For long, experts P

have been concerned that there are enormous Total bribe paid

leakages in these spending programmes and the i(?ntgiscl?::e)
\ R benefits do not accrue to the poor. A survey, done
TRACK'N jointly by Transparency International India and the
Centre for Media Studies, shows that one in three Igta' for
CORRUPTION people living below the poverty line (BPL) pay §3¥%E§Y’K‘ﬁs“‘°

bribes to access these programmes. The findings
of the nationwide survey have set the agenda. It is
to be seen whether politicians and civil society will
respond adequately to ensure that the growth
process is indeed inclusive.
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The causes How they stacked up

The survey found that BPL households had to pay bribes for a host of reasons, including for a new ration card, getting registered for the NREGS programme, The survey found that no state government in the country could claim “zero corruption”. The worst ranked states are Assam, Nagaland, Bihar, Jammu and Kashmir,
filing a police complaint, admission to a school, etc. All of these are their entitlements and not services that were to be offered at the discretion of the public Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh, governed by a mix of national and regional political parties. All of this suggests that most political parties are equally culpable.
service providers.
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Perception vs experience

The survey has found that BPL households have no alternative but to access public services. Not only does this leave them vulnerable, the payment of bribes leaves them much more poorer as well.

Use of services by BPL households Perception about corruption is much higher than actual Experience of corruption Did ot tke Recipients of bribes
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