LOSING OUR
MARBLES

The Taj Mahal stands
despite centuries of
attempts by villains, foreign
and native, to defile it

» 18th century: Invading Jats
from Bharatpur ransacked the
tomb, taking away inlaid
recious stone, two chandeliers

in agate and silver and the gold
vlating on the finial atop the

marble dome.

» 19th century: This was a
particularly traumatic period for
the Taj. Mutineers tried to set
it on fire with straw and later,
after the uprising, the British
neld open-air balls on the
terrace and let out the
ouildings on either side of the
mausoleum to honeymooning
couples. Partygoers casually

chipped off pieces of marble,
stones and gems from the

tombs inside with chisels to
keep as souvenirs.

» 1940s: Disaster was averted
when an American air force jet
missed the dome by around
100ft. Ground staff had loaded
the plane with too much fuel.

» March 1997: New Age
composer Yanni created
controversy when he said he

wanted to conduct a concert
with the Taj Mahal as a

backdrop. The project
eventually got Supreme Court
approval.

» October 2001: Thousands of
Bharatiya Yuva Morcha activists
stormed the compound anc
caused severe damage. In addition
to heckling women, the
miscreants urinated all over the
lawns, washed themselves in the
fountain and scribbled on the

walls. This happened just a week
after a mob of protesting lawyers

also ran amok in the complex.

» June 2003: After months
of looking the other way, the
government woke up and
condemned the Taj Heritage
Corridor project which would
have seen a mall complex
emerge on the riverbed

behind the Taj. The resultant
criminal investigation, with
hints of high-level corruption,
went nowhere.

» December 2004: Yoga guru
Bikram Choudhary and a few
disciples stripped down to their
underwear and exhibited yoga
postures inside the Taj. Three
video cameras filmed
proceedings for several minutes
before guards intervened.

» July 2008: A dozen Shiv
Sainiks stormed the Taj Mahal
compound and tried to conduct
a prayer ceremony, including
purification with holy water.

Sidin Vadukut



