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' HOME VIEWING

A guide to the films that
Ray talks about in detail in
Benegal’s documentary

THE APU TRILOGY
(‘Pather Panchall’, 1955; ‘Aparajito’, 1956;
‘Apur Sansar’, 1959)

The trilogy follows the life of
Apu—from childhood to
manhood—through his life in the village
and later in Kolkata. His triumphs are
small, and tragedies large.

Soumitra Chatterjee as the adult Apu

" essays one of his most memorable
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roles. His wife's role was played by
Sharmila Tagore. The film marked the
debut of both Chatterjee and Tagore.
Describing the trilogy, Akira Kurosawa
once said that it was "the kind of

cinema that flows with the serenity and
nobility of a big river”.

JALSAGHAR (1958)

Ray's fourth film, ‘Jalsaghar' is about the
last days of a 'zamindar’ (feudal lord).
Intended as a musical, with Hindustani
classical vocal and instrumental music by
Ustad Vilayat Khan and Ustad Bismillah
Khan and some of the songs sung by
Bagum Akhtar, It is a sympathetic,
In-depth, look at Bengal's feudal society
In the early 1900s.
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Jalsaghar: A musical social drama.

DEVI (1960)

A film that was seen as an attack on
Hinduism; the title role was played by
a teenaged Sharmila Tagore. An
aageing patriarch in rural Bengal has a
revelation In a dream that his young
daughter-in-law Is an Incarnation of
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goddess Durga and begins
worshipping her, which eventually
drives her to madness.

KANCHANJANGHA (1962)

A wealthy family of Kolkata's
Industrial bourgeoisie is vacationing
In Darjeeling, watched over by Mt
Kanchenjunga, the third highest peak
in the Himalayas, where the family
experiences a crisis. A couple breaks
up and a father-daughter relationship
sours. It was a Ray film with an
unconventional narrative structure.

CHARULATA (1964)
Adapted from Rabindranath Tagore's
short story 'Nosto Neerh', ‘Charulata’ is

set in India under British rule, when the
Bengal renaissance was at its peak. The
lonely wife of a newspaper editor, a
lover of arts and poetry, develops a
relationship with her husband's visiting
cousin. It's a film about marital life,
rivalry and the impact of politics in
personal relationships.
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Charulata: A lonely woman’s story.
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ARANYER DIN RATRI (1969)

Four young men from Kolkata drive out
to a village for a short getaway. It turns
out to be a journey of self-discovery
when they chance upon a family of a
widower. Soumitra Chatterjee and
Sharmila Tagore play the lead pair. Simi
Garewal as an exotic tribal woman had
a memorable role.

GHARE-BAIRE (1984)
Another Tagore adaptation, Benegal
shot extensively on the sets of this film
for his documentary. Set in the early
20th century on the estate of a rich
Bengall man, played by Victor Banerjee,
it is a love triangle. His wife falls in love
with his friend, a passionate
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Aranyer Din Ratrl: A film on youth.
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revolutionary, a contrast to him, an
apolitical, peace-oving man.

DVDs of Ray's films are available
at Oxford Bookstore, Park Street,
Kolkata, for Rs295 each. Also, at
Landmark for Rs200 each. Limited
copies of Satyajit Ray, A Film, are
available at the office of the Films
Division, Mumbai. =
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