ROUSHAN KUMAR JHA
Age:22

Job: Works In the investment
banking department In Verity
Enowiledge Solutlons, an assoclate
of Swiss bank UBS

Year of admission to IIT:
2005

Rank in JEE: 1, ()1 1

RITESH KUMAR SINGH

Age: 24
Job: Works with bullding design

consuttancy Dar AHHandasah

Year of admission to
IIT: 2005

Rank in JEE: 352

SHASHI NARAYAN

Age: 23

Job: Pursuing a postgraduat kon
degrea with Erasmus Mundus
(European Union-funded)
scholarship, Currently at the
Uinkersity of Malta

Year of admission to IIT:
2005

Rank In JEE:55, ()59

Jha displays a cheeky sense of hurnour, When told
that ‘Mint’ 1s profiling some Super 30 students who
have graduated from IIT, he quips: “Nobady will belleve
youL” People see Super 30 students, he adds with a
laugh, "as a bunch of deprived, poor kids”,

The son of a farmer, Jha says ITs continue to be the
domaln of the privileged. It was only because of Super
30 that "people Nke me, who did not have money at
that time, had the chance to Invade the Institute”.

Jha graduated from NT-Delhi last year with a degree
In chemical engineering, and now works at Hyderabad's
Verty Knowdedge Solutlons, which does Investment
banking outsourcing for Swiss bank UBS AG.

He Initially took up a Job as a chemical enginesr, but
while decining toname his employer, he says he soon
realized he had nothing to do there,

50 he posted his resume on online Job partals and
landed the new Job. *| wanted a company where | can
stretch myself” he says.

Singh enjoys Pune’s *pleasant weather”, When he Is
not helping design a women's college to be bullt In
Saud Arabla, he goes out with friends on treks to
places around the city.

Life for Singh Is starkly different from how It was
il 20065, Good at mathematics, he was himself
giving tuttions by the ttme he got out of school to
supplement his father's income from a medical shop
and meet the needs of a large family.

Singh sat for JEE In 2004, but falled to make the cut.
He then joined Super 30 and made it to the mechanical
engineering programme of [IT-Delhl, missing the same
programme InlIT-Bombay by a few ranks.

He has visited Super 30 In recent years, but feels
that the community feeling that existed earller among
students has gone missing.

Students now have a tiffin amangement, and the
miotto of "eat together, stay togather” 1s gone. "It has
changeda lot”, he says.

*| am planning to take them to Pans next year” says
Narayan, speaking of his family in Bibhar. He will be
heading to the Liniversity of Mancy in France next year
for his second year of postaraduation, with a scholar-
ship funded by the European Linlon.

Marayan Is studying language and communication
techinology—aor teling machines how human beings
think with language—which firms such as Google Inc.
find Interesting. He completed B. Tech In computer sd-
ence and engineering last wear from HT-Kharagpur.

Instead of Jumping Into the job market, he decided to
pursue postaraduation. He says this was thanks to his
Imtemnship with a French reseanch Instiute while still at
IIT, wehich bullt his interest In higher academic study.

The familly he plans to take to Pans Includes a
younger sister, a homemaker mother and a father who
wiorks as a clerk at a hospital, “With my family back-
ground, (only) after getting Into Super 30, [ thought |
could crack JEE,” says Marayan.

PITAMBAR KUMAR

Age: 25

Jole: Management trainea in
the deslgn department of
Goa Shipyard

Year of adim ksslon to 1IT:
2004

Rank In JEE:2 . 500 5

a

JAINESH SINHA

Age: 22
Job: Work s at sales and marketing
corsultancy Z5 Assoclates

Year of dim ksl on to 1IT:
2005

Rank In JEE: 0 {

ABHISHEK RAJ

Age: 26

Job: Salsmik enginesr working for

Schiumbemger-WestarnGaan,

currently working on ol

explaration In Gulf of Mexioo
Year of adm isslon to IT:
2003

Rank in JEE::3 ., ()2

Kumar helps desian ships In Goa for the Indian Navy
andthe Coast Guard. He graduated from I T-Kharagpur
last year with a dual degree In ocean engineering and
naval architbecture,

Kumar’s father farms a 9-acre plot near Purnia,
Bihar. He says In the days before his joining NT, the
financial situation at home was going from “bad to
worss” due to the rsing cost of agricultural Inputs.

His parents, he says, could never afford the kind of
education he eventually got, thanks to Super 30. Now,
he pays for the education of two younger brothers and
has helped put a sister through college.

*If you had talked to me before JEE, | was not very
confldent. Now | am very confident. JEE was adream
for me.. When | went there (to IT), | did not care who
was sitting next to me, even if he was the sonof the
prime minister,” hi says.

He still kesps In touch with Super 30 "Anand Sir”,
and says he met him on neary all his vacations from [T,

Everytime the news of most or all Super 30 students
making It through JEE hits the headlines, Sinha tells
friends: “Guys, news flashl | am from Super 30.”

Sinha admits he stumbled Inta T, 3 place he was
told *will set him up for Iife”, He could not afford private
tuttions while prepanng for JEE But his father, who
retired from the maintenance wing of the Indlan Alr
Force, told him he would make it If he worked hard.

That was when he heard of Super 30, appearad for
Its entrance and got through. He found the atmosphere
stimulating, with all the students helping each other, "t
I5 not a hotel. The facllibles are not the best. Itisa
‘gurukul {anclent Indian schooling) system (but) you
never felt the need for ather things,” he says.

Sinha graduated last year from IT-Delhl with a
degree In mechanical enginesring. With few jobs inhis
field due to the economic slowdown, he began working
on sales and marketing consultancy projects of phar-
maceutical firms. Most of his dients are from the US.

Ral Is proud to belong to the first batch of Super 30
students who made it to the HTs. But he has alittle
story to tell of how he made It to the Super 30 itself.

*| could not get proper rank for admission In the first
abjective-type test. 501 requested Anand Sir to give
me another chance” says Ral, In anemall from the LIS,
where he Is currently working.

*His kindness {got me) not only Into the first Super
30 batch, but also got (me) a very high score In the
maintest (JEE)," he adds.

Ral studied exploration geophysics at IT-Kharagpur.

His family s based In Blhar Shartf where his father
15 a farmer who also helps outin his undes business.

In thi LIS, Ra) says he 15 baginning to enjoy the cul-
ture of saying “How are you doing” to everybody.

He travels on weskends, and says, "llove my work.
Since | am doing exactly what | studied in IIT, | find &
very fascinating and challenging.”



