
How would you rate the 
scientific literacy today of the 
following groups in India?

Would you refuse to work on 
any of the following because of 
your moral or religious beliefs?

Do you think that there is any efficacy in the following?

What does “secularism” mean to you?

Schoolteachers
Young men
Media people
Young women
Government officials
Business people
The population as a whole
Politicians

Designing biological weapons
Designing nuclear weapons
Chemical pollution
Human cloning
Animal vivisection
Voluntary euthanasia
Population control
Genetic engineering
Stem cell research

Homeopathy
Prayer
Faith healing
Vaastu
Astrology
Magnetic therapy
Pranic therapy
Predictions based on horoscopes
Electrotherapy
Reflexology
Palmistry
Predictions based on ‘Panchangam’
Reiki
Urine therapy
Gem and stone therapy
Numerology
Power of amulets
Dowsing

Tolerance for various religions and philosophies
Separation of religion from state/government
No identification or affiliation with religious tradition 
Absence of supernatural or religious beliefs
Atheism

93
83
52
40
20

50
49
16
14
14
13
13
12
10
10
10

8
8
7
7
6
3
2

64
54
34
29
21
16
10

8
8

Very low
0 7

3.6
3.4
3.1
3.1
2.7
2.6
2.3
1.9

Very high

% responding “Yes"

% responding “Yes"

% responding “Yes"

Source: Institute for the Study of Secularism in Society and Culture, Trinity College 

In the largest ever such survey, some 1,100 Indian scientists were asked 
questions on their beliefs, culture and tradition.
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